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3 included in a computer system and coupled together in a distributed 

4 heterogeneous environment, the mettiod comprising the steps of: 

5 a. registering and storing metadata describing a meta- 

6 model in the repository; 

7 b. generating a set of rules corresponding to the metadata; 

8 a generating a stream of data representing a document 

9 corresponding to the meta-model based on the set of rules; 

10 d. transmitting from the repository the stream of data, using 

11 an exporter module; and, 

12 e. receiving at the software tool the transmitted stream of 

13 data, using an importer module. 

1 2. (Amended) The method as in Claim 1 wherein the repository is MOF- 

2 compliant. 

1 3. (Amended) The method as in Claim 1 wherein the software tool is 

1 complidnt to UML standard, 

1 4. (Amended) The method as In Claim 1 wherein the set of rules is XML 

I Document Type Definitions corresponding to the metadata. 

1 5. (Amended) The method as in Claim 1 wherein the stream of data 

2 confonTYs to XML Metadata Interchange standard, 

1 6. (Amended) A storage medium encoded with machine-readable 

2 computer program code for effecting data interchange among software toots 

3 and repositories in a distributed heterogeneous environment, wherein, when 

4 the computer program code is executed by a computer system having at least 

5 one repository of a first type and at least one software toot of a second type, 

6 the computer system performs the steps of: 

7 a. registering and storing metadata describing a meta- 
s modeJ in the repository; 

9 b. generating a set of rules conresponding to the metadata; 
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10 G. generating a steam of data corresponding to the meta- 

1 1 model based on the set of mles; 

12 d. transmitting from the repository the stream of data, using 

13 an exporter module; and, 

14 e. receiving at the software tool the transmitted stream of 

15 data, using an importer module. 

1 7. (Amended) The storage medium as in Daim 6 v\^erein the repository 

2 of a first type is MOF-based. 

t 6. (Amended) The storage medium as in Claim 6 wherein the softv/are 

2 tool of a second type is UML-based. 

1 9. (Amended) The storage medium as in Claim 6 wherein the rules are 

2 XML Document Type Definitions. 

1 1 0, (Amended) The storage medium as in Claim 6 wherein the stream of 

2 data confbnms to XML Metadata Interchange standard. 

1 11, (Amended) A method for facilitating data interchange in a computer 

2 system including a MOF-based repository, the method comprising the steps 

3 of: 

4 a. registering and storing metadata describing a UML- 
s based meta-model in the MOF-based repository; 

6 b. generating XML Document Type Definitions 

7 corresponding to the metadata of the UML-based meta-model; and 

8 c. generating an XMI stream corre^onding to the UML- 

9 based meta-model using the XML [document Type Definitions. 

1 12. (New) The nrtethod of Gaim 11 wherein the computer system includes 

2 a software tool, the method further comprising: 

3 d. transmitting the XMI stream from the MOF-based repository to 

4 the software tool, via an exporter module; and 
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5 e. receiving the XMI stream, at the software tool, via an importer 

6 module. 

1 13, (New) The method of Claim 11 wherein the computer system includes 

I a second repository, the method further comprising: 

3 d. transmitting the XMi stream from the MOF-based repository to 

4 the second repository, via an exporter module; and 

5 e. receiving the XMI stream, at the second repository, via an 

6 importer module. 

1 14. (New) The method of Claim 1 3 wherein the second repository is 

I compliant to UML standard. 

1 1 5. (New) The method of Claim 1 3 further comprising: 

2 f. transforming the received XMI stream into corresponding 

3 metadata, via the importer module; and 

4 storing the con^esponding metadata in the second repository. 

1 16. (New) The method of Claim 1 5 further comprising: 

2 h, transmitting a second XMI stream from the second repository to 

3 the MOF-based repository, via a second exporter module; and 

4 i. receiving the second XMI stream, at the MOF-based repository, 
s via a second importer module. 

1 1 7, (New) The method of Claim 1 6 further comprising: 

2 j. transforming the received second XMI stream into 

3 corresponding metadata, \nB the second importer module; and 

4 k. storing the conresponding metadata in the MOF-based 

5 repository. 
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